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fewer than one in eleven of the members who sat for the
counties of England and Wales in those years met with
even nominal opposition.1
The anomalies of the electoral system in the eighteenth
century should not be allowed to obscure the fact that it
had certain compensating advantages, not least of which
was that the rotten boroughs enabled young men of
genius to make their way more rapidly than has been the
case since the Reform Act of 1832. The two Pitts and
Canning all began their Parliamentary career in this
manner. The letters written by the younger Pitt and
George Canning in identical circumstances throw light
upon the position of many a young M.P. in those days:
"lincoln's inn,
"Thursday Night, Nov. 1780.
"Mr dear mother,—I can now inform you that
I have seen Sir James Lowther, who has repeated to me
the offer he had before made, and in the handsomest
manner. Judging from my father's principles he con-
cludes that mine would be agreeable to his own, and
on that ground—to me of all others the most agreeable
—to bring me in. No kind of condition was men-
tioned, but that if ever our lines of conduct should
become opposite, I should give him an opportunity of
. choosing another person. On such liberal terms I could
certainly not hesitate to accept the proposal, than
which nothing could be in any respect more agreeable.
Appleby is the place I am to represent, and the election
will be made (probably in a week or ten days) without
my having any trouble, or even visiting my con-
stituents, I shall be in time to be spectator and auditor
1 cf. Prof. Laprade in his Introduction to the Parliamentary Papers of Job*
Robinson, ifJ^-ljS^ p. x.
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